Follow The “5 Point”
Program for Leftover Paint
Do your part to help manage our
world’s natural resources better. Follow
the steps listed below and you will be
improving the environment by following the
3R’s

. . . Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle.

1

BUY THE CORRECT AMOUNT
OF PAINT FOR THE PROJECT

PAINT PROPERLY
2 STORE
TO KEEP IT FRESH

3 USE UP LEFTOVER PAINT

OF THE
5 DISPOSE
PAINT PROPERLY

container is plastic, and plastic

4 REUSE OR RECYCLE

the

For further information on proper paint disposal, contact NPCA at 202-462-6272 or go to www.paint.org/pubs/leftover_paint.pdf.
Go to http://earth911.org/recycling/paint-recycling/ and www.recycle-steel.org to locate paint and container recycling,
as well as household hazardous waste programs in your community.
National Paint and Coatings Association 1500 Rhode Island Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20005

Disposal of

Latex Paint

Liquid wastes are restricted from municipal solid
waste landfills — never throw away leftover
liquid paints in your trash.

Disposal of

Solvent-Based Paint

Solvent-based or alkyd paints require special disposal
practices. Solvent-based paints are ignitable and
present particular hazards. These products should
not be emptied into storm sewers, household drains
(especially if you have a septic tank) or on the ground.

Paint Thinners,
Turpentine, Mineral Spirits
and Solvents

Reusing

Paint thinners, turpentine, mineral spirits and
solvents can be reused. These products, like solventbased or alkyd paints, should not be emptied into
storm sewers, household drains (especially if you
have a septic tank) or on the ground. You can reuse
these types of products.

Recycling Paint

and
Aerosol Containers

Paint and aerosol containers that are composed
of high-grade steel can be recycled in a steel
can recycling program. Paint containers made of
Polyethylene Terephthalate (PET resin SPI code 1)
and High Density Polyethylene (HDPE resin SPI code
2) plastic are also recyclable in many communities.
Check with your local/state government to determine
whether steel and other materials may be recycled in
your community.

Disposal Steps
1.

Unused latex paint should be poured into an absorbent material such
as a cat box filler, shredded newspaper or sawdust.

2.

Let it dry completely and dispose of the dried material in your regular trash.

3.

In areas where recycling programs exist, save the dry, empty containers
with the lids off for a steel or plastic can recycling program.
Small amounts of dried residue will not hinder can recycling.

4.

Wash your paint brushes and painting tools in the sink. Never clean your
paint brushes near a storm sewer drain.

Disposal Steps
1.

Save solvent-based paints for a household hazardous waste collection
program or contact your local/state government environmental protection
agency for guidance on reuse or disposal of unwanted solvent-based
paint products.

2.

In areas where recycling programs exist, save the dry, empty containers
with the lids off for a can recycling program. Small amounts of dried residue
will not hinder can recycling.

3.

Clean paint brushes and painting tools with paint thinner or turpentine.

Reuse Steps
1.

Put used turpentine or brush cleaners in a closed container and leave it
in a safe place until the paint particles settle to the bottom.

2.

Pour off the clear liquid into an empty, clean container which has a lid
for reuse.

3.

Add an absorbent material such as a cat box filler, shredded newspaper
or sawdust to the remaining residue.

4.

Let this residue dry completely before disposing of it in your regular trash.

5.

In areas where recycling programs exist, save the dry, empty containers
with the lids off for a steel can recycling program. Small amounts of dried
residue will not hinder steel can recycling.

Recycling Steps
1.

To recycle paint containers, make sure they are empty and dry. A thin layer
of dried paint on the bottom and sides of the can is usually acceptable.

2.

In order to recycle paint can lids, just remove them from the container.

3.

To recycle empty aerosols, do not puncture, crush or incinerate the can.
You do not have to remove the nozzle of the spray cans for recycling, but
do remove the aerosol caps, which are generally made of plastic.

